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Grade 7
Speaking & Listening.
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1.

wntlng or speaking.

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex,
and compound-complex sentences to signal
differing relationships among ideas.
c. Place p'h!Oses and clauses within a sentence,
recognIzing and correcting misplaced and
dangling modifiers.·
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Present claims and findings,. emphasizing
salient points in a focused, coherent manner
with pertinent descriptions, facts,.details, and
examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation.
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Include multimedia components and visual
displays in presentations to clarify claims and
findings and emphasize salient points.
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Engage _vely ,: a ,"oge of
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacherled) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and
expressing their own clearly.
_
a. Come to discussions prepared, having re.a~ 
or researched material under study; expliCItly
draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe
and reflect on ideas under discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and
decision-making, track progress toward
specific goals and deadlines. and define
individual roles as needed.
c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of /
several speakers and respond to others'
questions and comments with relevant
evidence, observations, and ideas.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed
by' others, and, when warranted, qualify or
justify their own views in light of the evidence
presented.
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~fthe co~ve--;;fu,ns

Demonstrate com;and
;;---
stan~ard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.
a. Use a comma to separate coordinate
adj~tives (e.g., It was a fascInating, enjoyable
movie but not He wore an oldGJ green shirt).
b. Spell correctly.
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2.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language
standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specific
expectations.)
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5.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary,
biblical, and mythological allusions) in context.
b. Use the relationship between particular words
(e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better
understand each of the words.
c. Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar
denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined,
resp:ct!'J1. ,!o/i~~, _,!iJ}l0rTl~tic~ condescending).

G.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expresSlon.
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Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.
a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to
indicate a pause or break.
b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
c. Spell correctly.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and
in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g.• emphasizing the
actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or
describing a state contrary to fact).

4.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade
8 reading and content, choosing fiexibly from a
range of strategies.
a. Use context (e.g" the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word's position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., preCede, recede, secede).
c. Consult general and specialized reference
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify
its precise meaning or its part of speech.
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or ina
dictionary).

5.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
a. interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony,
puns) in context.
b. Use the relationship between particular words
to better understand each of the words.
c. Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm,
persistent. resolute).

Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient
points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen
details' use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volum~, and clear pronunciation.
.
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Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.
a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds,
participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.
b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive
voice.
c. Form and use verbs in the indicative. imperative.
interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive
mood.
d. Recognize and correct inapproprIate shifts in
verb voice and mood.·

1.

Analyze the purpose of information presented
in diverse media and formats (e.g., Visually,
quantitatively, orally) and ev~~uate the. mo~ives
(e.g., social, commercial, politIcal) behind Its
__ ..
~_ _---.._---..
presentation.
Delineate a speaker'S argument and specific .
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasomng
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
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Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases.based on
grade 7 readiilg and content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word's position
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel).
c. Consult general and specialized reference
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find
the pronunciation of a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech.
d. Verify the preliminary determination of
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in
a dictionary).

Grade 8 students:
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Delineate a speaker's argument and specific
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
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Grade 8

. ; 1.

Use knO~~edge of la.nguage and its c~n-ventions
when wntlng, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Choose language that expresses ideas
P~ee.isel~ and concisely, recognizing and
eliminating wordiness and redundancy.·

Analyze the main ideas and supporting details
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g.,
visuallY, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the
ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.
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Demonstrate command of the conventions of
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s~n.dard English grammar and usage when
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a. ~plain the function of phrases and clauses
In general and their function in specific
sentences.

Engage effectively ina range ofcollaborative
discussions (one-on.7Oi1-e, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and
expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read
or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe
and reflect on ideas under discussion..
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track
progress toward specific goals and deadlines,
and define individual roles as needed.
c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and
respond to others' questions and comments
with relevant observations and ideas that bring
the discussion back on topic as needed.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by
others and, when warranted. modify their own
views.
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Grade 7 students:

Grade 7 students:
1.

Language

Language

Integrate multimedia and visual displays into
presentations to clarify inform~tion, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add Interest.

s~~ech ~~~;iety ~nt~~;-;~d-~~~:'

G.-·Adapt
-to
of
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language
standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specific
expectations.)
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6.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to
comorehension or exoression.
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